
While campaigning for a ballot proposition in the recent election (August 1, 2017), I believe 
Liberty Lake mayor, Steve Peterson violated some sections of Title 42.  Here are the statement 
of facts as I understand them and my main concerns. 
 
Newspaper Ad 
 
A “Vote Yes on Proposition 1” ad was placed in the July 1 issue of the Liberty Lake Splash 
newspaper (attached). I have concerns with this ad with the most concerning being the 
misrepresentation of support for the proposition which came at the direction of Steve Peterson. 
 
1. False Information	
	
The add contains a list of names of those who support Prop1. However, this list was taken from 
a previous election ad from the prior year. After spot checking the names on the list it became 
clear that these people were not asked if they actually supported this proposition. Some I spoke 
to had not even read the new proposition at the time of this publication.  
 
In short, this list contains many people who are not eligible to vote on the issue, many are city 
employees or council members, some were not in support of this proposition,  and all of the 
names were used without prior permission. 
 
2. Missing Information 
 
The ad does not indicated who paid for this ad and where the money came from. After emails 
and phone calls with The Splash, a city employee, and Mayor Peterson it became clear that 
Steve Peterson had placed this ad.  
 
On July 11, 2017, two weeks after the ad was published, a ballot committee was registered with 
the PDC. This ballot committee, Friends of Town Square, lists only Stan Jochim as the 
treasurer.  
 
After asking for more information from Mr. Jochim (July 20), I was directed to the mayor’s office. 
I was then told by a city employee that the committee is made up of Steve Peterson and I was 
not given any more information about financing or other members besides Mayor Peterson and 
Mr. Jochim.   
 
3. Accountability and Transparency 
 
Mayor Peterson called me directly on July 25 to see if he could answer my questions and 
address my concerns. He indicated that he had placed the ad in a hurry and just used an ad 
from last year. When asked if he would make this right before the election he responded that he 
would personally apologize to anyone who was not happy that their names were used. My 
response to this was that the issue is not personal.  
 
There was a misrepresentation of facts to the public which may influence an election. I asked 
him to share this with the community before the election and he said he couldn’t and that The 
Splash  was working on something to address it.  Neither The Splash or the mayor seemed to 
be concerned with misleading the public.  
 
The August 1st issue (attached) of The Splash includes a new "Vote Yes" ad which had the 
names removed and listed the ad was paid for by Friends of Town Square and an address. 



However, the issue date is on the day of the election and there was no mention of retraction or 
correction. 
 
In summary, an ad with knowingly false information was placed to influence voters in an election 
and was placed without the proper disclosures. Then, when asked to rectify this prior to the 
election date there was no urgency, correction, or retraction. 
 
My hope is that the Public Disclosure Commission will educate Mayor Peterson about the 
seriousness of influencing voters with false information. If in the future a mistake is made; my 
hope is that he will take it seriously and work to correct it immediately and disclose all required 
information.  
	
 








